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United Nations 
regional commissions





 are the regional outposts of the United 

Economic Commission for Africa (UNECA), the UN Economic Commission for Europe 

bridging economic, social and environmental gaps among their member countries and 
subregions. 

dialogue, knowledge-sharing and networking at the regional level, and work together 

 

and Social Commission for Western Asia (ESCWA). 



management. 

 



engagement in the Western Asian region, while looking at the legal framework 
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Central Asia and North America,6 while ESCWA worked with its partner, the Centre for 
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strategic pillars:

resources for development in Africa as a whole. The , 

With regard to the second strategic pillar, ECA researched the developmental role 

recognized in the policy research undertaken by ECA. This research also highlights the 
importance of mainstreaming the concerns of women and youth, as well as addressing 

the Millennium Development Goals.



for planners, policymakers and researchers, and support them in addressing 

 

the GFMD. 

 



guidance on how to best use household surveys to measure levels and outcomes of 

,

Eastern Europe, the Caucasus region and Central Asia.   It is available in English and 

users. In the past, many of these data were not publically accessible or presented 

data in the region.

America and the Caribbean)  as part of its 

America and the Caribbean.

 

 

 



and programme responses in Ibero-America).

Fund (UNFPA).

 

 

 



between the two regions and proposals made as part of the overall approach of the 
European Union, along with those recently adopted by CELAC, which represent its 

.

 co-chaired by ESCAP and the 

 The two reports provide a unique, 

 the 

 

 

 

 

UN WOMEN.



hosts a website and Facebook community page where migrants and Thais share videos 

make to Thailand.  

migrant workers can have in Thailand. The Saphan Siang campaign will also be featured 
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 Visit the campaign website at www.saphansiang.com.
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and its use in evidence-based policymaking. ECE works towards improving the 

 

ECA also supports the GFMD through the African Development Forum (ADF) and the 

building on emerging issues. It is designed to share knowledge and generate outcomes 

Community, the Economic Community of West African States, the Common Market for 

 

 



Eastern and Southern Africa and the Intergovernmental Authority on Development) in 
these workshops. 

Government Days, where the head of CELADE made a statement at one of the opening 
sessions.

ESCAP 

Development.

of regional commissions 

commissions 

showed that discussions among the commissions are enriching, as each can present 

development issues common to the regions can facilitate dialogue which goes beyond 

 



regional boundaries. The dialogue is thus more inclusive of both countries of origin and 

in the course of their work, ESCAP has noted that many countries have enacted laws 
 These 

services to migrants and their families, including pre-departure training; (b) licensing 

to provide services to migrants.  

technologies, such as mobile banking, and partnerships with mobile phone companies 
have improved access to formal transfer channels.  Some governments have also 

per industry and also foresees pre-departure training of the foreign workers, including 

 

 

Pakistan, the Philippines, Sri Lanka, Thailand, Timor-Leste, Uzbekistan and Viet Nam.



 

to facilitate the issuance of visas and employment passes for ASEAN professionals and 

services, surveying professionals and accountancy services. This agreement, however, 

the management of overseas employment and contractual labour, and the Abu 
Dhabi Dialogue, which brings together the Colombo Process countries with the Gulf 

Yemen.  

, as it touches on sovereignty and human rights, as well as 

 

their interests, countries of origin would prefer that these countries open their labour 
 

Malaysia, the Philippines, Singapore, Thailand and Viet Nam. 
 

 



occur under unequal power dynamics,

 

 
been mostly supported by countries of origin, and the lack of interest of countries of 

 

policies undertaken in this area to inform public debate on the issue. The important 

Also, despite the rhetoric about the importance of diasporas, the actual engagement of 

 
Human rights abuses of low-skilled migrant workers, such as in the GCC countries 

 Also

 



and have privileged less formal, non-binding memorandums of understanding, which 

work, and their monitoring and enforcement mechanisms are also weak. 

had been available to them.

one the most important factors for the well-being of migrant workers, their families 

the case of migrants from the ESCAP region working in the ESCWA region.

channels. 

The limited role of governments in migrant recruitment has led to the widespread 

and their families.

In many regions, there is a  to assist 



migrants with countries of origin; thus, all relevant stakeholders need to be 
included in this process.

and adopt a comprehensive, rather than security-oriented, approach to irregular 

using the framework provided by the GMG handbook, 
, to 

 

, a report by the Center for Global Development.  

 



 Member States and development partners should invest in gender-disaggregated 

widely disseminated.

trade and investment and low-cost money transfers, and should be based on the 

relevant, their return to the country of origin.

voluntary return should be reinforced.

(l) Labour migrant-sending and -receiving countries should work together to reduce 



 

for Africa, should be established. These should develop standards to protect the 
rights of migrants, including basic labour standards for migrant workers. Countries 

interests and commitments.

and frameworks at all levels.

needed.

issues should be enhanced through, inter alia, regional and subregional networks 



plan;
 

issues, where relevant;

their Families;

of migrants; 


