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 is a specialized agency of the UN system whose 

 It acts as 

global health research agenda; set norms and standards and promote and monitor 

support to countries; and monitor and assess health trends.

to accessing health and social services.  At greatest disadvantage are migrants in an 

to health care and thus need to be monitored, especially in the quest for universal 
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States and WHO, inter alia, to promote the inclusion of migrant health into health 

is www.who.int/en.
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migrant health domain.6

health professionals and the importance of strengthening health systems in low- and 

health systems. 

partners.7 The WHO Secretariat subsequently developed a comprehensive programme 

 

human resources for health.9 

6 WHO,
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9  available from: 



level, focused mainly on the health of newly arrived immigrants, and tends to be 

thereof. 

migrant health data; (b) increased understanding of health and disease trends among 

will also build the capacity of WHO, IOM and others to provide technical support to 
Member States on migrant health monitoring. 

crucial if countries are to develop evidence-based policies.

one country to another on an annual basis. In reality, few countries are currently able 
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increased diversity in health determinants and health needs among society members 

are unfamiliar to them or not well understood. Delayed or deferred care and lack of 

redirect health-care models to develop the capacity of the health and non-health 
workforce to understand and address the health and social issues associated with 

of migrant health topics and intercultural competence in the training of all public health 

 
 

 

 WHO, 



health personnel as part of strengthening health systems, taking into account the rights, 

personnel.

global approach to strengthening health systems. 

 

of whom pay out of pocket for health services. This prevents many from accessing 

leaving migrant health to be managed at the level of emergency only runs counter to 
economic and public health principles. 
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 The focus on 

 

in health, have included: 

Programme on HIV/AIDS and WHO; and 

(b) the second , in El Salvador, 

including the Millennium Development Goals. WHO has been a member of the GMG 

migrants cannot be achieved by the health sector alone.
  

and strategies to address the loss of trained health professionals in those countries, 

 

 



provided the opportunity to widen the scope of the health-related debate, and, in 

policy planners.  

Albeit severely limited by budget restraints, WHO has been able to support civil 

countries. 

Health in Madrid, organized by WHO, IOM and the Spanish Ministry of Health and 

since.



The full range of WHO 
 and special reports by its 

in 

more than a decade of archives and daily announcements.   

increasing challenge to promote migrant health in global health and development 

given to migrant health. As a result, access to health services for vulnerable migrant 

of emergencies only runs counter to economic and public health principles. Late or 
denied treatment can be costly, does not respect human rights principles and is a 
threat to public health. 

threat to health systems, especially in developing countries, and undermines the 
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in their health workforce can further weaken already fragile health systems. 

partner agencies and other stakeholders, and remains one of the key challenges of 
health systems today. 

policy and global health, social health determinants and non-communicable 
diseases, among others

on migrant health, in the GFMD.

consistency of terminology and denominators. As a consequence, data comparison 

 



health domain, inter alia:

epidemiologically appropriate. This requires the development of the capacity of 

Addressing the health needs of migrants improves migrant health, protects global public 

the portability thereof;

health security schemes;

that address migrant health, including those allowing equal access for all migrants.


