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1 is the UN specialized agency responsible 

involved in an incident at sea and the delivery of survivors to a place of safety.   Many 

and hazardous circumstances, and many of the migrants travel without documents, in 

rescued at sea, in accordance with new circumstances and scenarios as they have arisen, 
 It maintains a 

of migrants by sea.

other inadequacies associated with the treatment of persons rescued at sea. 
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In the past few years, the problem of persons rescued at sea, many of whom turn 

the Arabian Peninsula and, from there, move onwards to Europe. 

Italy, Malta and Spain have rescued tens of thousands of persons in distress at sea. 

region, have reported severe problems in the onshore processing of such large numbers 

5

disembarking persons rescued at sea.

among governments to ensure that shipmasters embarking persons in distress at sea 

or to ensure that a place of safety is provided, falls on the government responsible 
for the concerned search and rescue region. This memorandum of understanding 

rescued at sea.

5 
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Greece, Italy, Lebanon, Malta, Morocco, Spain, Turkey, the United Kingdom and the 

issues remain unresolved. 

the rescue of persons at sea who turn out to be undocumented migrants. Since then, 

disembarking the persons they rescued;

6 as a quick guide 

6 



 

of refugees and asylum-seekers.

rescued at sea;

The number of undocumented migrants at sea is increasing. The boats in which these 

crucial.
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responsible for providing a place of safety or ensuring that such a place is provided; 
however, it is not compulsory for governments to accept these undocumented migrants 

agencies and programmes also work towards a common approach to addressing these 

safety measures and procedures for the treatment of persons rescued at sea further 

and programmes in these issues, for the purpose of agreeing on a common approach 

IMO is working on the development of regional agreements on concerted procedures 

asylum-seekers and refugees.




